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How to learn ? Early and often !

Ana, 23, a graduate student at the Institut d'Etudes Politiques in Paris, regularly
impresses the people she meets with her ability to switch effortlessly among five
languages: English, French Spanish, Portuguese, and Hungarian. The daughter of
Venezuelan diplomats, Ana has lived in Caracas, Washington, Lisbon and Budapest, as
well as Paris. She plays down her linguistic ability: "If you had grown up in all the places
where I've grown up, you'd be multilingual too", she says. "Its really not that difficult”.
That modest attitude may have a scientific foundation. According to Fred Genesee, a
processor of psycholinguistics at McGill University in Montreal, Canada, a child simply
needs to be exposed to a different language for at least 30 per cent of his or her
waking time to acquire it. That means up to three languages can be learned
simultaneously, although the learning process will be more complex.

The most frequent learning systems are “one parent - one language”, in which each
parent speaks only his or her native language with his child, or else "minority language at
home”, in which the entire family speaks one language at home, and the community
language with everyone else. Other systems, such as speaking an additional language
with a nanny, or in a total immersion programme, will also work if used consistently.
Recent studies show that learning several languages may even increase brain power.
According to a study carried out by researchers at Dartmouth College, in Hanover, New
Hampshire, comparing bilinguals with monolinguals, and using near-infrared spectrology,
brain activity is similar in both groups when speaking a single language, but activity
increases in both left and right brain hemispheres when both languages are being
processed simultaneously.

Because their cultures tend to be monolingual, Americans and many Europeans are often
amazed when they meet somebody with the ability to speak more than one language, let
along four or five. In reality, more than half the world's population is bilingual, due to
ethnic diversity within communities, the legacy of a colonial past, tribal or religious sub-
groupings, or basic economic necessity.

Education systems across the developed world have begun implementing foreign
language classes as early as kindergarten. But, fo achieve perfect fluency, a language
should be taught even earlier. Research shows that even in infancy, ability to detect
different sounds and nuances in foreign languages diminishes after the first six months
of age. McGill's advice to adults struggling to learn languages is to immerse themselves
in an environment where the new language is vitally needed to communicate, rather than
for social purposes.

(Adapted from International Herald-Tribune, 27™ April 2007)
P P

I Version (6 points)

Traduire a partir de "because their cultures” jusqu’a la fin du texte.
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ITI. Essay (7 points)

How important do you think it is fo learn foreign languages at a very early age ?
Unless your background is really cosmopolitan, isn't it simpler to learn the
language(s) you need later on in life?

(180 mots exigés, +/- 10%).

(Indiguer obligatoirement le nombre de mots d la fin de /'essar.)

IIT. QUESTIONNAIRE A CHOIX MULTIPLE
Reportez vos réponses sur la grille (7 points)

1. The hotel breakfast fresh fruit juice and a choice of
pastries.
a) includes b) to include
b) including d) was included

2. Amy Johnson's company now sells products throughout
the world.
a) theirs b) his
c)its d) it's

3. We regret to announce the of the training session
scheduled for May 5™.
a) agenda b) dismissal
¢) postponement d) inability

4. If your goods are not delivered Thursday, you can request
a full refund of the cost.
a) at b) by
c) while d) since

5. This equipment is very delicate, so it must be handled with

a) carefully b) caring
c) care d) clumsy
6. the Stock Market closed, analysts were delighted with the
day's activity.
a) Because b) While
¢) When d) Since
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

As soon as the money invested, work on the project will

begin.

a) will be b) is

¢) had been d) is going to be

Everyone thought the project would be a great success; it
attracted little interest.

a) moreover b) as a result

c) finally d) yet

There's no point in complaining. The management looked
into the matter.

a) still has d) has yet

¢) has still d) has already

All our products are tested for safety in use durability.
a) but b) as well as

c)or d) nor

T've finished drafting this article for the annual report, but could you

please it?
a) advise b) devise
c) device d) revise

their language barrier, his boss is confident they will be

able to communicate all right.

a) As b) Despite
c) Since d) Although

The consultants issue their reports

a) usually b) already

¢) anymore d) monthly

When it began to snow, the children outside.

a) have played b) are playing

c) were playing d) will play

Mr. Robinson play tennis, but now he does.
a) never used to b) did use to

¢) had used to d) never used to

Please tell your friends in the NO SMOKING area.
a) don't smoke b) not smoking

c) aren't smoking d) not to smoke
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QUESTIONNAIRE A CHOIX MULTIPLE

Inscrivez la lettre qui convient (A B C D) dans la case correspondante

N° de candidat :

NOTE
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